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293 Boston Road
Billerica, Ma
978-528-5780

Offering up authentic Greek 
and Mediterranean cuisine along 

with traditional American classics.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, 
and Dinner 7 days a week.

Reservations welcome
Function room available

www.steliosrestaurant.com 

Orthodox seminary to reopen in Kosovo
Sts. Cyril and Methodius

Serbian Orthodox Theological
Seminary in Prizren, Kosovo,
destroyed during the Kosovo
War will be reopened.

Bishop Teodosije of the
Serbian Orthodox Diocese of
Raska-Prizren and Kosovo-
Metohija will serve as dean of
the seminary and the Hieromonk
Andreij, a monk from Decani
Monastery, will be vice dean.

Currently 11 students have
enrolled, and the diocese antici-
pates 50 seminarians. Prior to
the war, the seminary had
undergone a renovation and had

an enrollment of 130 students.
Some 153 Serbian Orthodox

churches and monasteries have
been destroyed in
Kosovo/Metohija since 1998
and only three have been
repaired. 

Archimandrite Nekatarios
Serfes of Boise, Idaho, presi-
dent of the nonprofit Decani
Monastery Relief Fund,
applauded the news.

“Glory to God for the
progress we are seeing in
Kosovo!” he said. “The
announcement of re-opening of
the seminary is an answer to our

prayers and will be a tremen-
dous blessing to the Orthodox
faithful.”

The fund supports six soup
kitchens, one bakery, assists in
providing daily lunches to four
schools as well as shoes and
clothing for youth. Additionally,
the fund provides 61 scholar-
ships to the University of
Northern Kosovo as well as
scholarship assistance for
Serbian youth attending Boise
State University and Hellenic
College/Holy Cross Orthodox
Theological Seminary.

In celebration of the

announcement of the seminary’s
re-opening, Fr. Nektarios and
Decani Monastery Relief Fund
board member J. Basil
Dannebohm will make a human-
itarian relief visit to the region
in February 2012. Serfes and
Dannebohm hope to raise
$25,000 to distribute among the
“poorest of the poor.”

Donations to the Decani
Monastery Relief Fund can be
made by mail to: 2618 West
Bannock Street, Boise, ID
83702 or online at www.decani
fund.org/donate.

Conference to explore seminary role in missions
The Missions Institute of

Orthodox Christianity and Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology are sponsoring a
missions conference on
“Orthodox Theological Schools
and Their Role in the Global
Missionary Movement.”

Metropolitan John (Pelushi)
of Korca, Albania, will offer the
keynote address on “Orthodox
Missions and the Resurrection
of the Church of Albania” at 7
p.m. Thursday, November 17.

The conference continues on
Friday, November 18, from 9:30
a.m. until 4 p.m. Dr. Rev.
Michael Oleksa, the former
dean of St. Herman’s Seminary,
noted author and a priest serv-
ing native Alaskan villages for
the past 40 years, will open the
day speaking on “St. Vladimir
Seminary Graduates in
Missions.” Fr. Luke A. Veronis,
director of the Missions
Institute, will present on the
“Historical Connection of Holy
Cross Graduates in Missions.”

Fr. Themi Adamopoulo, an
Australian Greek priest who
was a former rock ’n’ roll musi-
cian whose band played with the
Rolling Stones back in the
1960s, will talk about his jour-

ney from atheist rocker to a per-
son of faith to becoming a mis-
sionary serving the poorest of
the poor. He has been serving in
Africa for the past 20 years, cur-
rently in Sierra Leone, one of
the poorest countries in the
world.

Fr. Martin Ritsi, the executive
director for the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center
(OCMC), together with his
wife, Presbytera Renee, will
offer a presentation on their
journey from Holy Cross, to a
decade of service in Kenya and
Albania, to now serving at the
OCMC.

The conference will conclude
with a panel discussion among
the guest speakers discussing
how Orthodox seminaries in the

United States can better prepare
people to serve in the mission
field, and how the churches can
better support the efforts to pro-
claim the gospel throughout the
world.

The Missions Institute, which
is sponsoring the conference,
has brought these speakers to
the HC/HC campus in
Brookline, Mass., as a part of its
annual Missions Week. Each
speaker will be present on cam-
pus November 14-18, preaching
each evening in the school
chapel, speaking in classes
throughout the week, and con-
cluding with the Missions
Conference.

The Missions Institute has
also arranged for Metropolitan
John to offer his keynote

address at St. Tikhon’s
Orthodox Seminary in South
Canaan, Pa., on November 14,
while Fr. Themi Adamopoulo
will share his story at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary in
Yonkers, N.Y., on November 19.

All conference talks will be
held in the Maliotis Cultural
Center at Hellenic College/Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology. The keynote
address will be preceded by a
wine and cheese reception.

This conference is a part of
the ongoing celebrating of Holy
Cross’ 75th anniversary. The
public is invited to attend any
talk or the entire conference.
For more information, visit
www.MissionsInstitute.org.

Metropolitan John Fr. Themi
Adamopoulo

Dr. Rev. Michael
Oleksa

Fr. Luke A. Veronis Fr. Martin Ritsi

OCMC announces
2012 mission plans

In 2011, more than 135 Orthodox
Christians shared their faith through
service as part of an OCMC Orthodox
Mission Team. 

Next year, team members will have the
opportunity to share the Orthodox
Christian faith by offering evangelism,
catechism, healthcare, construction and
youth ministry in nine countries (includ-
ing a first-time team to Mongolia). 

2012 Mission Team dates and opportu-
nities are as follows:

Kenya – Teaching (March 2). Share the
gospel and teach the Orthodox faith in
Lodwar.

Uganda – Healthcare (June 2). Offer health
services to the people in the Jinja region of
eastern Uganda.

Mongolia – Teaching (June 5). Proclaim the
gospel and share the Orthodox faith with
Mongolian catechumens as part of a first team
to Ulaanbaatar.

Guatemala – Youth work (July 5). Offer a
youth camp program, “Tren de Chocolate,” for
the children at the Hogar Rafael Ayau
Orphanage in Guatemala City.

Moldova – Youth work (July 10). Participate
in a youth camp outside the city of Orhei.

Romania – Youth work (July 19).
Participate in a youth camp outside the city of
Cluj. Families with children are welcome.

Tanzania – Teaching (July 22). Teach the
Orthodox faith and experience the culture and
zeal of Orthodoxy in Tanzania, by being a part
of a teaching team in Mwanza.

South Korea – Youth work (July 25). Teach
English at Orthodox youth camps in
Chuncheon and Pusan.

Alaska – Youth work (August 11). Travel to
Kodiak Island and participate in a youth camp
program in Old Harbor, Alaska. Families with
children are welcome.

Alaska – Youth work (August 11). Travel to
Kodiak Island and participate in a youth camp
program in historic Ouzinkie, Alaska. Families
with children are welcome.

Moldova – Teaching (September 11). Teach
and inspire Orthodox Church leaders in Orhei,
Moldova, and strategize on ways to bring the
youth back to the Church.

Tanzania – Healthcare (October 1). Be part
of a holistic outreach of the Orthodox Church
of Tanzania, by offering health care to those
who have limited access to medical care.

Tanzania – Teaching (December 5). Teach
the Orthodox Faith and experience the culture
and zeal of Orthodoxy in Tanzania, by being a
part of a teaching team in Bukoba.

For more information visit
www.ocmc.org, or contact OCMC
Teams Director Andew Lekos at (866)
463-6784 ext. 140 or by e-mail at
teams@ocmc.org. 


